Electrospray ionization mass spectrometry of AZT H-phosphonates conjugated with steroids.
AZT H-phosphonates conjugated with steroids were synthesized and determined by positive and negative ion electrospray ionization mass spectrometry (ESI-MS) in conjunction with tandem mass spectrometry (MS/MS). The fragmentation pathways were investigated in detail. There are very different characteristic fragment ions in the positive and negative ion MS/MS spectra. The azide group of compounds 6a and 6b underwent either elimination of HN(3) or rearrangement to an amine in both positive and negative ion mass spectrometry.